
97

2012 Force Majeure Collaboration Series V

Made by Chris Gorman, the 2012 Collaboration Series V Cabernet

Sauvignon Ciel du Cheval is a blockbuster. Big, bombastic, full-bodied

and decadent, it still stays classy and elegant, with lively black

raspberry, cassis, caramelized cherries, crushed �owers and high-

class oak all emerging from the glass. Enjoy this pedal-to-the-metal

Cabernet over the coming two decades.

- Jeb Dunnuck  (June, 2015)
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2012 Force Majeure Collaboration Series II

Made by Ross Michel and the estate's northern Rhone styled release

made from 98% Syrah and 1% each of Roussanne and Viognier, the

2012 Collaboration Series II o�ers a high-pitched bouquet of

blueberries, blackberries, violets, mint and white pepper. This

medium to full-bodied e�ort has beautiful fruit, juicy acidity and

moderate tannin, all of which allow it to o�er plenty of pleasure

today, yet I suspect it will be even better with 2-3 years of bottle age

and have 10-15 years of overall longevity.

- Jeb Dunnuck  (February, 2016)
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2012 Force Majeure Collaboration Series I

The 2012 Collaboration Series I is a rocking blend of 64% Cabernet

Sauvignon, with the balance an even split of Cab Franc, Petit Verdot

and Merlot. Perfumed, lifted and fresh, with notes of spring �owers,

mint, graphite, liquid black cherry and raspberry-like fruit, it has full-

bodied richness, solid mid-palate depth and plenty of �ne tannin. It’s

made by Ben Smith and shows his more classic style. Give it 2-5

years in the cellar and enjoy bottles over the following decade or

more. I’m being conservative on the drink window and it will evolve

for longer.

- Jeb Dunnuck  (June, 2015)
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